
We, members of the Ashland clergy, confess that we have been complicit in the racial 
discord that has been present in our country for too long. We sat back, not condoning 
what happened, but not specifically speaking against it. Our silence has allowed for 
violence and injustice to continue. 
 

We recognize that all of us who are white clergy will never fully understand the life 
experiences of our black brothers and sisters. While we may never fully understand, we 
are committed to standing with our brothers and sisters, engage in active listening, and 
seek ways we can educate ourselves and our congregations. We affirm our calling from 
Micah 6:8 to “Do Justice, Love Mercy, and Walk Humbly with our God.”  
 

For 400 years, belittling and dehumanizing actions and institutions have been at work 
in the Commonwealth. Slavery, Jim Crow laws, redlining, social and school segregation, 
and a myriad of ways have maintained power in the hands of a white majority against 
God’s children outside of that understanding. Dear Lord, forgive us. 
 

We grieve for our brothers and sisters of color who have borne the weight of our silence 
and complicity. We grieve for the pain, the hurt, the fear, the anxiety, the anger that 
they have experienced and do experience. We join them in their lament and their cries 
for Justice.  
 

We stand with them in protest against brutality towards our brothers and sisters of color 
in open hostility and countless inconsiderate actions. 
 

We acknowledge the words of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. that, “Injustice 
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable network of 
mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all 
indirectly.” 

 

We, the undersigned clergy, unite together across denominational lines to acknowledge 
these wrongdoings, to embrace our unity in the universal Church of Christ, to affirm 
that ALL persons are created equal, and to commit to actively pursuing reconciliation 
and wholeness. 
 

We affirm the words of Genesis 1:27 that we are ALL created in the image of God and 
that our value comes from that image in which we are ALL created, not from the color 
of our skin. We affirm that ALL lives don’t matter until black lives matter equally and 
fully. 
 

We commit to learn and remember the names of those who have been killed senselessly 
because of the color of their skin. We remember George Floyd. We remember Breonna 
Taylor. We remember Ahmaud Arbery. We remember Philando Castile. We remember 



Michael Brown. We remember these names and more. We grieve with their families. 
We grieve with their friends. We grieve together with our fellow African American 
brothers and sisters who feel anger, fear, and overwhelming hurt every time that the 
headlines light up with one more senseless death and murder. 
 

We commit to come together with our brothers and sisters of color. We commit to 
stand together, to worship together, to stand in solidarity together. We are promised a 
picture of what is to come from the vision of St. John in Revelation chapter 7 when he 
sees a great multitude gathered before the throne of God from every nation, tribe, 
people, and language and we long for and will work towards the fulfillment of that day. 
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